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A look back at the achievements and challenges of the past 12 

months for the two- and four-leggeds of Skyros Island Horse Trust.   
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2015 in review 
 
S K Y R O S  I S L A N D  H O R S E  T R U S T  

MISSION STATEMENT 

WELFARE 

To work towards improving the quality of life of equines in Skyros; to empower local 

people to contact Skyros Island Horse Trust for help and advice. 

 

CONSERVATION 

To create the widest genetic pool of Skyrian Horses on the island while staying true to the 

Skyrian type. 

 

EDUCATION 

To offer opportunities for education on matters of equine welfare and psychology; to 

encourage a respectful approach to horsemanship. 

In 2015 we made great progress in the pursuit of all three of our major aims, from educating a new 

generation of horse people, to caring for the horses of the island, and furthering the interests of the breed 

nationally and internationally. 

 
Education, conservation and welfare at Skyros Island Horse Trust. Photos by Elia Kirchner. 
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WELFARE 
 

Rescue Cases 

In 2015 we have continued to care for a number of horses at the farm who do not belong to us but are with 

us for welfare reasons. These are: Nefeli, Milly, Agiro, Liana, Georgia, Tratulla, Melli, and, for six months of 

the year, Frini.  

 

Greek Animal Welfare Fund / Animal Action Aid 

This year we again supported the annual visit of GAWF or 

Animal Action Aid. As for a long time there has been no vet 

on the island, these annual visits are of great importance to 

the horses and other animals of the island. GAWF do 

incredibly necessary work with dental and hoof issues. We 

have had a link with this organisation for a number of 

years now. It is a shame that a few owners and breeders 

do not take advantage of this valuable service. 

 

Skyrian Horses on the Island 

In 2015 Stathis went out to trim the hooves of a number of local 

horses, both Skyrian and non-Skyrian. These horses’ hooves were in 

poor condition, some poorly shod, and some suffering from laminitis. 

Whenever we go out to trim a horse’s hooves or deal with an injury, 

we also make sure the horse is wormed. We wormed roughly 20 

horses in our area as well as giving a gift of 10 wormers (enough for 

around 30 Skyrian horses) to another Skyrian Horse project on the 

island.  

Tying in with our goal to educate, we also had 7 young people 

between the ages of 10 and 15 visiting us regularly on Sundays. 

These young people learned not only about handling and 

groundwork, but about welfare: feeding, watering, mucking out, 

signs of pain. These young people are now equipped to recognise 

horses in trouble and report any welfare issues to us. 

The Island’s First Vet 

We are very pleased to at last have the support of a qualified vet based at all times on the island, Giouli 

Daskagianni. For many years we have been treating our horses ourselves, sometimes with the support of vets 

over the phone and with the annual visits of GAWF. With Giouli Daskagianni’s arrival on the island, the horses 

now have a real chance not only to survive, but thrive. 
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EDUCATION 
 

Emma Massingale Visit 

This May we had a surprise visit from Emma Massingale, the renowned British liberty trainer, as a birthday 

present from some of our volunteers. Emma came out for several days to teach the principles of liberty 

training and get to know the Skyrian horses. She was truly inspirational.  

Thanks to Emma’s teachings we are now working towards creating the first all-stallion Skyrian liberty team! 

  

 

Workshops for Young People 

We have been able to begin regular Sunday workshops for young people working with the horses, as well as 

conducting some school visits and holding a seminar at Easter. As a result, these young people have learned 

about horse handling as well as care, and there is now a new generation of knowledgeable and considerate 

horse people on Skyros. 
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The Second Skyros Horse Festival 

 

This year we renewed the Skyros Horse Festival after reviving the old tradition in 2014. The second Skyros 

Horse Festival was very successful and we had a great team of volunteers. Events ranged from theatrical, 

musical and dance performances to workshops with horsemanship practitioners including Clio Marshall of the 

Bouillon de Poney project in France. An artistic exhibition accompanied the festival, as well as a guided tour 

of the Skyrian Horse’s natural home on the mountain.  

The festival really demonstrated the versatility of the Skyrian Horse, for trick training, agility and work in-

hand as well as the many and varied tasks the Skyrian is already used for. 
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The Second Skyros Horse Festival 

 
Photos by Irini Anadioti 

 

 
Photos by Irini Anadioti 
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CONSERVATION 
 

International Sales 

We are pleased to say that there is a growing interest in the breed and we have had requests to buy horses 

from all over the world. At present there is interest from parties in Belgium, where the horses are wanted for a 

zoological park, France, Switzerland, and for a therapeutic riding centre in Athens. At the moment we don’t 

have enough gelded horses to actually supply this demand – and passports and transportation costs are also 

a barrier that we will need to overcome.  

This increased interest is demonstrating the value of the Skyrian Horse internationally and will allow us to 

continue our breeding programme.  

New Foals 

Maya 

Born May 2015  

Dam Meli, Sire Tarpan 

Photo by Irini Anadioti 

 

Arete  

Born November 2015 

Dam Astrapi, Sire Tarpan 

 

Photo by Ilana 

 

 

 

This year we have been fortunate enough to breed two new foals from beautiful, quality parents. Welcome 

to Skyros Island Horse Trust, Maya and Arete. 

 
Photo by Elia Kirchner  
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PUBLICITY 
 

One of our priorities is to raise the profile of the Skyrian Horse locally and internationally, as well as raising 

awareness of what we do here in Skyros. 2015 was a great year for increasing exposure on both fronts. 

Kathimerini ‘K’ Magazine 

On the 31st of August Amanda and the Skyrians appeared on the front cover of 

Kathimerini K Magazine in Greece. The full article (in Greek) can be read here. 

This was a 4-page article about Skyros Island Horse Trust in the colour Sunday 

supplement. 

 

 

Horses and People Magazine 

Skyrian Horses were on the cover again, this time in 

Australia for Horses and People magazine in the 

November issue. The article was written by a volunteer, 

Alex Mullarky, and can be read online here. The article on 

Skyrian Horses around the world took up 10 pages and 

featured many photos from Skyros Island Horse Trust. 

Cavallo Magazine 

We were featured in an article in the Italian magazine, Cavallo.  

 

 

Greeka.com 

In April, Amanda was interviewed about the 

project for Greeka.com. The interview can be 

read here. 

Greece-Is.com  

An article about efforts to save the Skyrian 

Horse on the island appeared on Greece-Is.com, 

which you can view here. 

 

 

 

Emma Massingale’s Blog 

We were visited in May by renowned trainer Emma Massingale. She wrote a blog post about her 

time here which can be viewed here. 

http://www.kathimerini.gr/829041/article/epikairothta/ellada/h-zwh-me-to-equus-caballus-skyriano
http://www.horsesandpeople.com.au/article/the-skyrian-horse#.VnYY0Pl96M8
http://www.greeka.com/sporades/skyros/news/interviews/1367.htm
http://www.greece-is.com/more/giving-skyros-endangered-ponies-a-future/
https://theislandproject2015.wordpress.com/2015/05/04/the-skyros-greek-island-horses/
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Horse and Country TV 

Emma Massingale is also a regular blogger for the website of Horse and Country, a British TV 

channel. Her blog about Skyros can be viewed here. 

 

Irini Anadioti Photography 

We were very lucky to have a photographer 

come and volunteer with us, Irini Anadioti , whose 

beautiful photos have been showcasing the 

Skyrian Horse on the internet and in magazines! 

See Irini’s photos here. 

Photo by Irini Anadioti. 

 

 

 

Of Gods and Kings at the Equus Film Festival 

The Horsefly Films documentary, ‘Of Gods and Kings: The Skyros Horse’, 

which features Skyros Island Horse Trust, raked in the awards at the 

Equus Film Festival in New York this year. The film won Best Historical 

Presentation, Best Score and Best Narration. Congratulations to Jen 

Miller and Sophie Dia Pegrum of Horsefly Films, and great news for the 

Skyrian Horse around the world. 

The Skyrian Horse – Facebook Page 

This year a Facebook page was set up by an ex-volunteer sharing news 

about the Skyrian Horse from around the world. The page regularly 

features news and updates from Skyros Island Horse Trust and you can 

like it here. 

  

http://www.horseandcountry.tv/celebrity/emma-massingale/emmas-blog-meeting-skyros-horses
https://www.facebook.com/IriniAnadiotiPhotography/
http://www.horseflyfilms.com/
https://www.facebook.com/theskyrianhorse
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THOUGHTS FROM ELIA 

 

In 2015 we said goodbye to a beloved volunteer, Elia Kirchner, who took many of the beautiful photos within 

this report during her time with us, and impacted us all in so many ways. Here is a sample of what she had to 

say about her time with us: 

The Katsarelias-Simpson Project for me has the potential to connect people from all over the world, with the 

desire to live authentically, to give young people a unique example of following your beliefs, trying to withstand 

our consumerist society. 

I got there only with a small knowledge about horses and the desire to approach these animals, which had 

fascinated me since a very young age, in a more natural emotional way. 

I came back and ended up staying for two years and leaving Greece, with the great wish and strong will to come 

back, help and live close to these two humans and their horses which mean so much to me. 

I experienced what it means to give everything you own to others, to stand for your ideals but also to have to 

negotiate with the view and beliefs of people with another cultural background. 

Especially surprised I was about the horses’ personalities, I did not expected to be so detailed, complex and 

unique from one another. 

A brave heart and very sociable nature, that just makes you want to be around them listen to their breath and the 

sound of chewing pasture. 

Volunteering for the Skyrian Horses means to be willing to work hard, to open your heart, your mind and to deal 

with a different culture and living than the most of us are accustomed to. 

Life is a journey taking us from challenge to challenge, to grow and learn from each other and to connect with 

life. 

 
Elia and Maya. Photo by Irini Anadioti 
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FUNDRAISING SUCCESS 

 

This year we ran a very successful hay appeal which means that, thanks to you (our supporters), we were able 

to pay for all the hay we needed in 2015 and for the first deliveries of 2016. 

From all of us at the farm… THANK YOU! 

 

VETERINARY APPEAL 

 

Now that we have the blessing of a vet based on the island, we also have the accompanying difficulty of 

paying for veterinary treatment for our horses in need.  

With this in mind we are attempting to put together a veterinary fund from which we can draw in times of 

need to pay for the horses’ treatment. 

Any contributions to this fund will be gratefully received. If you are interested in contributing, please email 

skyrosislandhorsetrust@gmail.com.  

 

THANK YOU 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported and helped us in 2015 and in particular to: 

Elise Pilkington Trust 
Faith Ayuko 
Irini Anadioti 
Jen Miller 
Sophie Dia Pegrum 
Phokion Potamianos – Homem 
The Whalley family 
Maurits Menns 
Robert Stanley 
Merja Sten 
Colin George 
Karen Shaw 
Anna Ruel 
Alexis Drossos 
Julia Sprott 
Inga Sega and family 
Kel Portman 
Tina Allen Colessar 
Richard Horsfall 
Shaina Goudie 
Adelia Greer 
Georgios Tziakos 
Monica Olsen 
Rednerium Myrto Papa 
Polly Campbell Preston 
Cathy Wren 
Christine Trotter 

mailto:skyrosislandhorsetrust@gmail.com
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Kostas Zakaropolous 
Lachlan Robertson 
Mary Simpson 
Michael Clark 
Julia Charlton 
J Hynes 
K Betts 
J. Em Schofeild 
Karen Hill 
Thanasis Sofos 
Julia Charlton 
Meret Stoppia 
Elaine Chambers 
Jan Jordan 
Rosie Bower 
Kelly Lambrou 
Ernie Woolf 
Debbie Howells 
Kaela Schaefer 
Cecile Kold Skensved 
Sarah Helena Barmer 
Jill Brotz 
Skyros Holidays 
HorseAndMan.com’s Drop in the Bucket Fund 
Doris Hausherr 
Maurits O 
Debbie Howells 
Meret Stoppia 
Thanasis Sofos 
 
 
Please let us know if you would like us to refrain from publishing your name in future, or alternately, if we 

have accidentally overlooked you and you would like us to publicly acknowledge your support! 


